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Fraudulent Statements Made to Special Agents of the U.S. Coast Guard 

Barbara L. McQuade, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan, and 

Rear Admiral Michael N. Parks announced today that a federal grand jury returned two 

separate indictments charging Andre D. Cheatom, 18, of Detroit with causing the U.S. 

Coast Guard to search when no help was needed, and Tiffany R. Ellis, 18, of Detroit 

with making false, fictitious and fraudulent statements to special agents of the U.S. 

Coast Guard in connection with the investigation of a false distress call. 

One Indictment charges that on or about July 6, 2009, Andre D. Cheatom caused 

the U.S. Coast Guard to attempt to save lives and property when no help was needed, 

in violation of Title 14, United States Code, Section 88. A separate indictment, charges 

that on or about July 10, 2009, Tiffany R. Ellis knowingly made false statements to 

Special Agents of the U.S. Coast Guard who were investigating the alleged false 

distress call, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001. 

If convicted, Cheatom will face a statutory maximum penalty of 6 years 

imprisonment, a $250,000.00 fine, and a potential civil penalty of not more than $5,000. 

Ellis will be subject to a statutory maximum of 5 years imprisonment, and fine of up to 
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$250,000 if she is convicted. Each defendant would also be liable for all costs the 

Coast Guard incurred as a result of their respective actions. 

“Causing the U.S. Coast Guard to attempt to save lives and property when no 

help is needed is very concerning, not only are valuable and limited resources 

unnecessarily expended, but resources are diverted from other important operations 

and are not available to respond to an actual person in distress,” said Rear Admiral 

Parks. This case was investigated by the United States Coast Guard Investigative 

Service. This case is being handled by Assistant U.S. Attorney Gary M. Felder and 

Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Ted Fowles of the U.S. Coast Guard. 

An Indictment is only a charge and is not evidence of guilt. The burden of proof 

is always upon the government to prove a defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 
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